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(continued from previous page)

Hale is renowned for its radio station. Broadcasting at 89.5FM, KNHC went on the air in January
1971 as a 10-watt station under the direction of teacher Lawrence Adams and it is still broadcasting
strong over 50 years later (see Hale Radio Station). Hale’s Vocational Horticulture Program also was
the only one of its kind in the Seattle School District, teaching students how to grow and maintain
flowers and plants. Greenhouses were built to state-of-the-art technology in 1973. In 1982-83, a solar
greenhouse was constructed by students from the school’s vocational carpentry class, and a retail
store, staffed by advanced horticulture students, sold products to customers who were mostly nearby
residents.

As Hale celebrated its 30th anniversary in 1994, staff members reflected on the strength of its
programs that helped to attract growing numbers of students. In addition to the radio station and
horticulture programs, the school housed the district’s Graphic Arts Center. A student-produced
magazine, The Stand, won first place with special merit from the National Scholastic Press
Association in 1999. Other highlights include the performance by the vocal jazz choir, directed by
Rich Sumstad, at Carnegie Hall in February 2000. In 1996, Patricia Cygan was named Washington
State Teacher of the Year and was one of five finalists for National Teacher of the Year.

In 2000, the Hale Northeast Athletic Complex sports fields were renovated. A turf football/soccer
with seating for 1,550 was constructed. Improved controlled drainage under both synthetic and grass
areas was constructed to filter water for slow releases into Thornton Creek. Additional fields were
renovated at Jane Addams. Three years later, in 2003, athletic field lighting was installed.

In May 2001, popular Hale principal Eric Benson received the Thomas B. Foster Award and $50,000
in prize money from an endowment funded by the Alliance for Education. This award honors SSD
principals who have demonstrated success in promoting educational justice and racial equity at their
school. Half of the prize money went to the school. Among other things, Benson had become well
known as someone who worked to know each of the school’s more than 1,000 students by name.
Eleven years later, Jill Hudson, the principal at the time, also won this award.

In 2002, the district approved construction of a new Performing Arts Auditorium to help revive the
musical-theater program at Hale. The project was funded by the BEX II levy approved by voters in
2001, and students, staff, and community members contributed to the design process. The project
faced some challenges in the form of flooding, due to the school’s proximity to Thornton Creek.
However, the facility, with seating for 475 people, opened to rave reviews in September 2005. Six
years later, Nathan Hale High School was welcomed into the International Thespian Society (ITS) for
its 47-year-old theater program. This was a major achievement for the school’s theater program and
thespian troupe, as membership into the ITS is based on a points system.

When the John Stanford Center for Educational Excellence (JSCEE) opened in 2002, the print shop
moved to the JSCEE from Hale, with the exception of large-format and banner printing services,

which were still done at Hale. When Hale was modernized a few years later, these services also
moved to the JSCEE.

(History from Building for Learning. Seattle Public School Histories, 1862-2022), submitted by
Eleanor Toews, Historian

CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE
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The 2026 Legislative Session: What Our Members Need!

Edith Ruby and Mary Wallon, SSRA Legislative Committee Co-chairs

Legislators gathering in Olympia January 12 for the 2026 legislative session will be looking
at a very deep budget hole. Because the legislature is required to pass a balanced budget, they
will spend the 60-day session working to fill this hole. Painful cuts will be made. School
retirees will be forced to play both offense and defense to restore a yearly COLA for Plan 1
retirees and to protect the $183 healthcare benefit provided to Medicare-eligible state retirees
purchasing medical insurance through PEBB.

Offense: Last session the Senate passed SSB 5085 which would merge LEOFF 1, the long-
closed police and firefighters pension fund now overfunded by $3 billion, with TRS 1 and
PERS 1, the underfunded school employees’ pension funds. The fund merger would fully
fund all three funds, police and firefighters would lose nothing, and long retired school
employees would finally be assured a yearly COLA similar to those of all other state retirees.
In addition, state and local governments would see long term savings of over a billion dollars
as they would no longer have to pay into these funds. A win for all.

House members refused to pass SSB 5085. Their alternative bill, HB 2034, proposes taking
excess LEOFF funds to decrease the budget deficit, leaving nothing for the pensions of
school retirees. Because neither bill passed both Houses, no Plan 1 pension action was taken
in 2025, and most Plan 1 retirees received NO COLA in 2025.

Facing a large budget deficit again in 2026, both Houses will be searching for every possible
spare dollar. Pressure will be put on senators to choose the short-term gains offered by the
House bill over the longer-term benefits in SSB 5085.

Defense: Premiums for PEBB’s most popular Medicare Advantage plans have increased over
20% for 2026. Without the $183/month benefit approved each year by the legislature this
insurance could become unaffordable for many members. Legislators can choose to decrease
or eliminate this $183 subsidy at any time. Retirees need to continue to count on this help
with medical costs!

Our message to legislators: The loss of yearly COLAs has robbed many of us of financial
security. Each year our small pension checks buy even less. Please pass SSB 5085 restoring a
Plan 1 COLA. Medical insurance premiums through PEBB are increasing and could become
unaffordable without the $183 benefit. Please retain this benefit.

The voices of all of us are needed to play both offense and defense. Now is the time to
contact legislators and tell them how much we need the financial support in retirement that
we thought had been promised. To send a message to your legislators dial legislative hot line,
1-800-562-6000, 8:00-12:00 or 1:00-4:00, on weekdays. The operator will type up messages
and give them to legislators in caller’s district. Or if emailing directly to legislators, their
email addresses can be found at www.leg.wa.gov.
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A THANK YOU NOTE FROM A TEACHER INTERN scholarship winner
Dear Seattle School Retirees’ Association,

I am deeply honored to be selected as a recipient of the SSRA Teaching Intern Scholarship. Your
generous support not only eases the financial burden of my graduate studies at EWU, but also affirms
the value of pursuing a career in education.

As I continue my journey toward becoming a teacher, I carry with me the legacy of educators like
you. Your gift will directly support my coursework, classroom preparation, and the resources I need
to grow into a thoughtful, student-centered practitioner.

Thank you for believing in me and in the power of teaching. I hope to one day pay this kindness
forward.

Bless your hearts,

Mackenzie Emmart.

Pictured above are the speakers from our October luncheon meeting at Ivar's Salmon House. Left is
Alison Gazarek and right is Beth Clark. Their presentation on Artificial Intelligence used by
classroom teachers was very interesting and timely. SSRA members in attendance found it to be very
educational. Probably because of the wide interest in this topic, we had more members attend this
meeting that we have had in many years



Seattle School Retirees’ Association Prst. Std

P.O. Box 31027 US Postage
Wallingford Post Office PAID
1329 N. 47th Street Seattle, WA
Seattle, Washington 98103 Permit #1445
SSRA Scholarship and/or S.E.E.D. Grant Fund Donation Form
Date
Enclosed is my gift for:

(A) SCHOLARSHIP FUND OR (B) BURBANK RIDEOUT SEED FUND
Helps provide scholarships for post-secondary Seattle Education Enhancement Dividend
education and training for graduates of Seattle provides mini-grants to school employees

Public Schools. for special classroom projects.
(If a box is not checked above, your donation will be placed where the need is greatest.)
Amount enclosed: $ Person or family (and address) to be notified of my gift:
In honor of
or

In memory of

My name

and address

Please make checks payable to SSRA Scholarship and Grant Fund and mail to:

SSRA, P.0. Box 31027, Wallingford Post Office, 1329 N. 47th Street, Seattle, WA 98103
Donations are tax deductible as a charitable contribution to the extend allowed by the law.
Please check here ____ if you would like more information on including either of these funds in your estate planning.
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